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Sir: 

AMEN DMENT AFTER FINAL 



In response to the Office Action dated September 24, 2003, please enter the following 
amendments. 



Amendment!) to the claims begin on page 2 of this paper. 



Amendments to Ihe specification" begin on page 6 of this paper. 
Remarks begin on pogc 7 of this paper. 



Page 1 of 9 

PAGE 4112 * RCVD AT 312612004 2:57:24 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ■ SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:51 3 241 4771 * DURATION (mm-ss):0640 



MAR-26-2004 FRI 03:08 PM THOMPSON HINE LLP 



FAX NO. 513 241 4771 



P. 01 



IkOMPvSON 



WIS CINCINNATI CLEVELAND COIUMKUS PAVlOM NI.WYOUK WASHING TON. Dti 



RECEIVED 

CENTRAL FAX CENTER 



FAX COVER PAGE 

Paufs: 1 2 including cover 

DAW: March 26, 2004 

From: Michael J. Niebcrrling, 12sc|. 

Mike.Micbcrdinij@ThonipSonfIino.com 

Telephone: 513.352.6719 
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ART UNIT 3721 
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Following please find a true copy of the Amendment After Final filed December 24, 2003 in the 
nbovo-notcd patent application. Also included is a copy of the return postcard accompanying 
(his filiog, date stamped upon receipt at the U.S. Patent and Trademark 0 1 ficc (US P TO). 
This true copy of the Amendment After Final is being sent via facsimile after an investigation al 
the USPTO indicated lhat the originally filed document was lost. 




Michael J; Nicberding, Reg. No 



^9,316 



Prfibtemswtlh transmission? Call Mary Sarah Slout at 513-352-6592. ^ 02076 006593 .oi 92 2 477404.1 
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U.S. Palcnt and Trademark Offico; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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Application Number 
"FiiirioDutti 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



00/006.221 



Michaal A- Whitby 



372 J 



LOUiS K. Huyiin 
006593-1903 



ENCLOSURES {Check all that apply) 



□ 

n 
□ 
□ 
□ 

□ 



Foe Transmits Form 

Fee Attached 
Ariic ndirto.nl/Rtipry 
0 Aftiir Final 

ArndavilJ/declaraticfi(s) 
Extension or Tlm« rVquojl 
Express Abandonment Request 
Information Disclosure Sl;il>*m>nl 

Certified Copy of Priority 
Document's} 

Rvf.f/Onso to Missing Tarts/ 
incompMe Applift-Jtii'.n 

□ r<e5porwe to Mining Hails 
under 37 CFR 1.62 or 1.53 



□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



Drawinn(s) 

Llcerifllng-rclatcd Papers 
Petition 

Polillon to Convert to a 
Pfoviiiioriril Application 
Power or AHorney, Revocation 
Chanrje or Correspondence Address 

Tormiiial Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CP. Number of CD(s) 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 

I I Status letter 

Other Enclosures) (ptaaso 
Identify below): 

Return Postcard 



AOer Allowance coriwwnlcution 
to Technology Center (TC) 

Appeal Communication to Board 
or Appeals and Interferences 
Appeal Communication to TC 
(Apiwil Notice, Brief, Reply Drlor) 

Proprietary Information 



I Remarks i 

Tha CcrnnilijSionor Is hoieby authorized to charge any additional foes required (including ilia 
ft<3 for ony extension of lime), or lo aedil any overpayment, lo Deposit Acct Ho.: 20-0609, 



SIGNATURE; OF APPLICANT, ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Finn 
Uf 

Individual name 



Thompson Hine LLP 
20O0 Court! louso Plaza N.E 
Pavlon. Ohio 45402-1758 



10 West Second Siroci 



//Zee? 



Sigu.ltuio 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



f liwoliy certify thol Uiis correspondence i- being facsiniiitj transmitted lo lb* USPTO or deposited wilh tho United States PosL'il Sorvieo w|lh 
sufficient poUago as firtt class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alaxandria, VA ??313-1400 on 
the dalo shown below. 




IMa eollacllfiii or Informalifjn is. fufliilnxt by V CFr/LS. TM5 Infnnnaiion la required to phiain or retain a bonoRI by Iho public which hi lofilo (amfby Ilia USPTO to 
pioco3s)an Bjipliciitiiin. Coiifldr.i'.liility Isguvanwd by 35 U.S.G. 122 and 37 CFR1.14. This collection "u oslimolod to 12 minuluGlO compluto, ineiiWIriQ 
Diitliuiiiifl, i^efcirliig. end uubmKiino the afimplnl/id apiiSi:ti!iflnfOirfili» llift USPTO. Tima will vary dopondlng upon Iho Individual caeo. Any commonls on tho 
ami'unt iifio yul rut|»li e Itf comrJale this form and,'or suggobliong for reducing triis burden, should be sont lo tho Chlfil Intonation Olliror", U.S. Potonl and 
'fl«hwn.H|c Ollica, U.S. DefaitrriCnl Ot CortiiiK-rtu, P.O. PO» 1450, A!i:windii0, VA JJ313-14S0. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. Sf ND TO: Commistlonar for Patents, P.O. Box 1430, Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. 



tf you ncod assistance in completing tho form, cast 1-B00-PTO-91Q9 and select option 2. 
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